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Abstract
Public space has historically been described as “open space", meaning the streets, parks, recreation areas, plazas and other publicly owned and managed outdoor spaces, as opposed to the private domain of housing and work; have acquired a renewed visibility in the urban planning world. Public spaces are essential ingredients to the sustainability of cities for political, social, economic, public health and biodiversity reasons. Designers and scholars are facing questions: to how to conceive spaces that are at once accessible to everyone and which also foster a sense of shared concern, the emergence of a local public sphere? The paper casts aside the idea of the monolithic expert, and argues clearly and cohesively for the importance of placemaking as a vital part of community building. Paper identifies through a brief review of case studies of public spaces from the Indus Valley Civilization to the Post Independence era in India, the street, the square and the garden, and other public spaces.  Paper also emphasizes on shortcomings of present day development tools like development plan/schemes. It highlights the importance of people in defining place, a critical aspect that is all too often forgotten by those in architecture, planning, and other related disciplines. “The intense focus on built ups has caused us to miss the opportunity to discuss community, process, and the act of making,” the paper asserts. The importance of the Placemaking process itself is a key factor that has often been overlooked in working towards many of the goals. Finally, it discovers proposals of innovative tools and models for Public Spaces and Placemaking. 
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1. Introduction

Public spaces which are important building block of everyday life, these are places for recreations, places for social interaction and learning, places to get amalgamate with nature, places to detoxify the body, places for sports, places to walk with your pets, places to get away from the hectic life for calm and quiet place. In others words, publics spaces are the living room without wall to enjoy, to get together, to rejuvenate. 
These public spaces plays important role in social and economic interaction. City is comprised of new kinds of public spaces based on different activities, based on different age group, based on different interest group. 

This paper mainly focuses on, how public spaces are developed in India with historical timeline from Harappa civilization to modern India. 

1.1 Indus Valley Civilization “Harappan Civilization” (2700 -1700 BC)
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The Indus valley civilization was a Bronze Age civilization, mainly concentrated along the rivers. The Indus towns are known for their planning, cluster of large non residential buildings, baked brick houses, highly structured drainage system, water supply systems. Indus towns were built on manmade raised mounds perched above the Indus flood plains. Towns were divided in to two parts, the upper part which was protected by fort like construction, was inhabited by ruling class. The other part of the towns was lower in height than the higher one was occupied by common man and was generally spread over one mile. The main streets of the towns ran from north to south and east to west intersecting at right angles forming grid pattern. The streets were planned for wheeled traffic varying from 9 feet to 34 feet wide spanning around one mile. All the streets were provided with lamps for public welfare. 
The town dwellers were divided in various social classes like rich& ruling and poor. Rich lived in multi roomed spacious houses and poor in small tenements. The major categories of buildings were dwelling houses, larger buildings, public baths. 
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The western part of town described as citadel contained monumental public buildings like great bath, granary etc. The Great Bath of Mohenjo-Daro is a 12 meters by 7 meters structure that holds 140 cubic meters of water. It is filled by water from a well in the room to the east and features a corbelled drain, 1.8 meters high. It was encircled by Public Street. The Great Bath was mainly used for religious practice, but sometimes for bathing. The granary, a building 27 meters wide by 50 meters long comprises 27 brick plinths in 9 rows north to south and 3 rows east to west.  To the south there was assembly hall or market for administration and trade. 
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These large monumental public spaces were designed for various functions of the society, to benefit the public, rather than for rituals of religious purposes. The architecture of the towns was mainly trade buildings, public spaces, drainage & water management system and fortification to good of the society. 

1.2 Vedic Civilization (1700 – 700 AD)
This civilization is named after Vedas. It was flourished along the river Saraswati in a region of modern Indian states of Delhi and Haryana. The early principles of town planning in India context were mentioned in Mansara Shilpasastra and Kautilaya’s Arthsastra. The planning principles were mainly focused on the religious beliefs, caste hierarchy and defined to the social and occupational structure of the society. The basic concepts were, the urban limit was defined by wall, the roads were at cardinal directions, and security was the main concern in planning of town. 

There are 8 ancient town planning classifications according to vastupurush mandala which provide strong street pattern.
Figure 4: Ancient Town Planning Classifications
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1.2.1 Case Study of Jaipur City


It is live model of first planned city in India. Planning of Jaipur city was based on Hindu system of town planning and followed the principles prescribed in the Shilpa-Shastra. According to this Shastra the site should be divided into grids or mandalas ranging from 2x 2 to 10 x 10. Jaipur city was planned according to the Prastara type of layout, which gives prominence to the cardinal directions. Thus plan of Jaipur is a grid of 3x3 with gridlines being the city’s main streets. A nine square subdivision of space helps to utilize the central space. 
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The central axis of the town was laid from East to West between the gates of the Sun (Suraj pol) and the moon (Chandpol) . This was crossed by two roads at right angles dividing the town into nine almost square, almost equally sized blocks, which were further sub divided by lanes and alleys all at right angles.   By building the western boundary of the city right up to the hill’s southern apex, it provided a continuous line of defense. The mandala could not be complete in the NW due to the presence of the hills.  On the other hand in the SE an extra square has been added that plugged the gap between the city and the eastern hills. 
Public spaces in Jaipur city are Chaupars, Bazaars, Mohallas, Streets and Temples. 
1. Chaupars : these are square intersection of roads from north south and east west with size of 100 m X 100m. Chaupars are public gathering places for festive occasions.  The distance between two Chopars is about 700 meters which is ideal for pedestrian movement. 
2. Bazaars (Markets): Bazaars in city are Kishanpole, Gangauri, Johari and Sireh Deorhi along the major axis from north –south and east-west intersecting at Chaupars. These bazaars are defined with strong horizontal lines, with uniform architectural elements like brackets, modular system of arches filled with delicate latticed screens to cut direct sun and glare of reflected sun in the street. 
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1.3  City planning during Mughal Period
Mughal architecture and planning was amalgamated form of Islamic, Persian and Indian architecture. A distinctive style of symmetry and decorative elements was developed in 16th and 17th century. The Mughal period was period of beautiful gardens, palaces, forts, mosques and cities. These urban complexes were reached at high point of development during rule of Akbar and Shah Jahan. Shah Jahan period was comparatively long and peaceful remarkable for town planning, architecture and urban design; like integration of courts, gardens and pavilions were most magnificent historic spaces during Mughal period. 

The basic plan of cities was pure geometric pattern. The position of cities was decided as per strategic and economic interest of the state. The cities were walled and fortified for security reasons.  The urban spatial structure comprises of Naubat Khana, Diwane-e-aam and Diwane Khass. Naubat khana was a drum house during ceremonies and also used as place for social gathering.  Diwan – e – Aam were red stone building near Naubat  Khana, it consist of big courtyard enclosed with arcaded cloisters brightly decorated with flowers. It was place where emperor  meet the general public and here their grievances. 

The foundation stone of fortified palace “Red fort” was laid in 1638 AD. It was built as the residence for the emperor, and was conceived and designed as paradise on earth.  The layout of the palace was simple geometrical plan with and elongated octagon from east to west.  I had two gates, on west called Lahori Gate and on south called Delhi Darwaja. 
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Another important public place which was important component of Planning was Mughal garden.  The founder of Mughal Empire, Babur described these gardens as Charbagh “dividing the garden in four equal parts”. Shah Jahan was famous for construction of Tajmahal and Red fort Mehtab Bagh. These tended to be riverfront gardens rather than the fortress gardens that his predecessors built. Building riverfront rather than fortress gardens influenced later Mughal garden architecture considerably.Significant uses of rectilinear layouts are made in walled enclosures. Main features of gardens were including pools, fountains and canals inside the gardens. Most important feature of Mughal garden is Char Bagh planning. Mughals were obsessed with symbol and incorporated it into their gardens in many ways. Include trees of various sorts, some to provide shade merely, and others to produce fruits; flowers, colorful and sweet-smelling; grass, usually growing wild under the trees; birds to fill the garden with song; the whole cooled by a pleasant breeze. The garden might include a raised hillock at the center, reminiscent of the mountain at the center of the universe in cosmological descriptions, and often surmounted by a pavilion or palace.
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1.4 British Period 
In British Time, A Square or Plaza is both an area framed by buildings and an area designed to exhibits its buildings to the greatest advantage. City squares were established at the cross roads of important trade routes, Major places of worship were placed on squares, also used as markets, Served as an opportunity to exercise the power of rulers with military processions and parades.
· Function of Squares

· Creates a gathering place for the people

· Providing them with a shelter against the traffic

· Freeing them from the tension of rushing through the web of street

· Represents as a psychological parking place within the civic landscape

· Reasons for development of Squares

· Climatic conditions

· Societal structure and psychological attitude of people

· led to a form of public life – and life in public  

· Made street and square the natural locale for community activities and representation

· Reasons for changes in Square

· Physically through the erection of new buildings & the alteration or destruction of old ones

· Through a modification of the building line

· Psychologically, through the different way in which each generation experiences

Figure 11: Reasons for changes in Square
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1.4.1 Case Study: India Gate, Delhi
The India Gate, originally called the All India War Memorial, is a war memorial located astride the Rajpath, on the eastern edge of the ‘ceremonial axis’ of New Delhi, formerly called Kingsway. India gate is a memorial to 82,000 soldiers of the undivided British Indian Army who died in the period 1914–21 in the First World War, in France, Flanders, Mesopotamia, Persia, East Africa, Gallipoli and elsewhere in the Near and the Far East, and the Third Anglo-Afghan War. It was designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens. 

The India gate, which is illuminated every evening, from 19:00 to 21:30, is a major tourist attraction. Motor cars, moved through India Gate, till it was closed to traffic. The Republic Day Parade starts from Rashtrapati Bhavan and passes around the India Gate.
During nightfall, India Gate is dramatically floodlit while the fountains nearby make a lovely display with coloured lights. India Gate stands at one end of Rajpath, and the area surrounding it is generally referred to as 'India Gate'.

Surrounding the imposing structure is a large expanse of lush green lawns, which is a popular picnic spot. One can see hoards of people moving about the brightly lit area and on the lawns on summer evenings.
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1.5 Post - Independence
Political change happened in India after 1947, now India has to look into the building new state capitals and extension of existing cities to house refugees, to control congestion. The development of Chandigarh, Bhubaneswar and Gandhinagar are examples of new planning approach after British India. The architect planner Le Corbusier with Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru provided the new planning model and architectural design for New India. Planning of Chandigarh was a model to implement, an experiment of innovative master planning, modernist building and new land use pattern. 

Chandigarh was experiment for new progressing thinking of independent India, an expression of nation’s faith in future. Chandigarh is located south of Shivalik Mountains, at the foothills of Himalayas. He divided city in to sectors and the each residential sector 800 meters by 1200 meters is self contained urban village with four neighbourhood sized quarter each bordering with green strips with pedestrian pathways running north south, and market streets east west. The green strip should stay uninterrupted and accommodate schools, sports fields, walks and recreational facilities for the sector. Each sector caters to the daily needs of the inhabitants, which varying form 5,000 to 25,000. 

The basic principle was to accommodate different architectural and urban morphology, diversity and neighbourhood interaction. He allocated nearly 30 percent parks and recreational areas. 

The roads in city are classified in seven categories as roads connecting other towns, arterial roads, and fast vehicular roads, shopping streets, sector circulation road, access roads to houses, footpaths and cycle tracks. 
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City has the city level public green with artificial water bodies, free flowing green spaces connecting sectors, semi private green spaces for neighbourhood and private green spaces for residential units.   

1.6 Conclusion
The study of public spaces allowed the evaluation of the way people interact with urban space (public and private) and how it has stimulated people to do a variability of human activities. The analysis allowed to statement the existence of public spaces with less activity, where urban life was scarce or occurred occasionally (to which correspond spaces of less accessibility and therefore less integrated) and the existence of spaces with good accessibility, where urban life was more intense and diversified, becoming spaces of compulsory passage.  
Traditionally, new developments have been planned based on the formula; first buildings, then spaces, then (perhaps) life. In present-day planning, this formula must be turned about, and the questions should be – in said order – what kind of life do we want here, what kind of spaces will be needed for this life, and finally, how can the buildings in this area be placed and formed to support these spaces and the life in this area? In short, the formula must be; first life, then spaces, then buildings.

It must be observed that life in present-day public spaces is a very fragile species. Only if conditions are right will walking and lingering be commonplace. Thus the planning of the public spaces must be done extraordinarily carefully. The tools have been developed.

“...people and human activity is the greatest object of attention and interest. Even the modest form of contact of merely seeing and hearing or being near to others is apparently more rewarding and more in demand than the majority of other attractions offered in the public spaces of cities and residential areas. Life in buildings and between buildings seems in nearly all situations to rank as more essential and more relevant than the spaces and buildings themselves.” (Gehl 2001)

In this way, it was possible to conclude that not only the quality of the public spaces and their functions diversity influence the way it is used by people, as well, different behaviours of people are observed as a function of the type of activity they want to perform in the public space, which leads to a intensive use of these spaces in detriment of others, as a function of its physic and urban characteristics and of the position they hold in the net of urban connections that they guarantee.
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Figure � SEQ Figure \* ARABIC �2�: Layout Plan of Harappa civilization








Figure 3: Isometric View of Greater Bath








Figure 5: Vaastu purusha mandala





Figure 6: Axis of town and street pattern








Figure 7: Uniform planned shop fronts on Market streets
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Figure 8: Distribution of Spaces in city planning during Mughal Period
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Figure 9: Mughal Gardens 
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Figure 10: Mughal Gardens Planning Concept
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Figure 12: India Gate, New Delhi
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Figure 13: Concept Layout of Chandigarh City
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Figure 14: Typical Sector Plan of Chandigarh City
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